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AAD T EPPING into a coffee-houfe 

5 ens ain in the Strand the other day, 1. faw 

sasha a fet of young fellows laughing very 

ad este heartily over an old feffions-paper, 

Gavan 56 The gravity of my appearance would 

SOR DF not permit me to make any enquiry 

about what they were reading ; I therefore waited with 

fome impatience for their departure, and as foon as they 

were gone, took up the paper as it lay open, and found 

the fubje& of their mirth to have been the trial of a young 

lad of feveriteen, for robbing a fervant maid of her pock- 

ets in St. Paul’s church-yard. The evidence of the 
maid was in the following words, 
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** Anp pleafe you, my lord, I had been With ano- 
ther. maid-fervant at Drury-lane playhoufe to fee the 
Country Wife. A baddith fort of a play to be. fure 
it turned out ; and I with it did not put fome wicked 
thoughts into the head of my fellow-fervant; for the 
gave me the flip in the playhoufe paffage, and did not 
come home all night. So walking all alone by my- 
felf through St. Paul’s church-yard, the prifoner 
overtook me, and would needs have a kifs of me. 
Oho! young fpark, thought I to myfelf, we. have 
all been at the play I believe; but if a kifs will con- 


tent you, why e’en take it, and go about your bufi- 


nefs ; for you fhall have nothing more from me, I 


¢ promife you. This I faid to myfelf, my lord, while 


the young man was kiffing me; but, my lord, he 
went on to be quite audacious ; fo I ftood ftock-ftill ~ 
againft the wall, without fo much as {peaking a word ; 


. for Lhad a mind to fee how far his impudence would 


carry him. But all at once, and pleafe you, when I 
was thinking of no fuch thing, crack went my pock- 
et-ftrings, and away ran the young man with my 
pockets in his hand. And then I thought it was 
high time to cry out; fo I roared out murder and 
ftop thief, till the watchmen took hold of him, and 
carried us both before the conftable. And pleafe 
you, my lord, I was never in fuch a. flurry in my 
life ; for who would have thought of any fuch thing 
from fo good-looking a young man ? So I ftood ftock- 
ftill, as I told you before, without fo much as ftir- 
ring a finger; for as he was fo young a man, I had 
a great curiofity to fee how far his impudence would 


© carry him.” 
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Tue extreme honefty of this evidence pleafed me 
not a little; and I could not help thinking that it. might 
afford a very excellent leffon to thofe of my fair readers, 
who are fometimes. for indulging their curiofity upon. 
occafions where it would be prudence to fupprefs it, 
and for holding their tongues when they fhould be moft 
ready to cry out. 

Many a female in genteeler life, has, I believe, in- 
dulged the fame curiofity with this poor girl, without 
coming off fo well, though the thief has never been 
brought to his trial at the Old Bailey for the robbery he 
has committed: indeed, the watchmen are ufually a-. 
fleep that fhould feize upon fuch -thieves, unlefs it be 
now and then a hufband or a father; but the plunder 

“is never to be reftored. 

To fay the truth, the great deftroyer of female ho- 
nour is curiofity. It was the frailty of our firft mother, 
and has defcended in a double portion to almoft every in- 
dividual of her daughters. There are two kinds of it that 
I would particularly caution my fair country-women a- 
gainft: one is the curiofity above-mentioned, that of 
trying how far a man’s impudence will carry him; and 
the other, that of knowing exactly their own ftrength, 
and how far they may fuffer themfelves to be tempted, 
and retreat with honour. I would alfo advife them to 
guard their pockets as well as their perfons againft the 
treachery of men: for in this age of play, it may be an 
undetermined point whether their defigns are moft upon 
a lady’s purfe or her honour: nor indeed is it eafy to 
fay, when the attack is made upon the purfe, whether 
it may not be a prelude to.a more dangerous theft. 

Ir ufed formerly to be the pratice, when aman had 
defigns upon the virtue of a woman, to infinuate himfelf 
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into her good graces by taking every opportunity of lof- 

ing his money to her at cards. But the policy of the: 
times has inverted this practice; and the way now to 
make fure of a woman is to ftrip her of her money, and 
run her deeply in debt: for loffes at‘cards are to be paid 
one way or other, or there is no poffibility of appearing 
in company ; and of what value isa lady’s virtue, if the 
is always to ftay at home with it ? | 

A VERY gay young fellow of my acquaintance was 
complaining to me the other day of his extreme il! fortune 
at picquet. He told me that he hada very narrow mifs 
of compleatly undreffling one of the fineft women about 
St. James’s, but that an unfortunate repique had difap- 
pointed him of his hopes. The lady, it feems, had play- 
ed with him at her own houfe till all her ready money 
was gone; and upon his refufing to proceed with her 
upon credit, fhe confented to his fetting a fmall fum 
againft her cap, which he won and put into his pocket, 
and afterwards her handkerchief; but that ftaking both 
cap and handkerchief and all his winnings againft her 
tucker, he was moft cruelly repiqued when he wanted 
but two points of the game, and obliged to leave the la- 
dy as well dreffed as he found her. 

Tus was indeed a very critical turn of fortune for 
the lady: for if fhe had gone on lofing from top to bot- 
tom, what the laft ftake might have been I almoft trem- 
ble to think. Iam apprehenfive that my friend’s impu- 
dence would have carried him to greater lengths than 
the pickpocket’s in the trial, and that he would hardly 


’ have contented himfelf with running off with her clothes: 


and befides, what modeft woman, in fuch a fituation, 
would object to any conceffions, by which the might 
have recovered her clothes, and put herfelf into a condi- 


tion to be feen ? 
' SINCE 
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Since my friend’s. telling me this ftory, I have been 
led. into.two or three miftakes in walking through the 
ftreets and {quares of the politer part of this metropolis : 
for asI am naturally fhort-fighted, I have miftaken a 
well-drefled.woman’s*taylor, whom I have feen coming 
out of agenteel houfe. with a bundle under his arm, for 
a gentleman who has had the good fortune to ftrip the 
lady of her clothes, and.is moving off in triumph with 
his winnings. 

To what lengths this. new. kind of gaming might have 
been carried; no one canc-tell, if the ladies had not taken 
up in time, and |putcalftop to beginnings. A prudent 
man, who knows he is not proof againft: the temptations 
of play, ‘will either keep»away from mafquerades and ri- 
dotto’s,.or lock up ~his) purfe in ‘his efcritore. But 
as among ithe ladies, the ftaying’ at home is ab-im- 
_ practicable thing, ‘they have adopted the other caution, 
and very prudently. leave: their clothes behind them. 
Hence.it.is that caps, handkerchiefs, tippets and tuckers 
ate rarely to be met with upon the young and handfome : 
for as they know their own weaknefs, and that the men 
are not always complaifant enough to play with them 
upon credit, they throw off at their. toilettes all thofe 
‘coverings which they are in any immediate danger of lo- 
fing at a ¢éte a téte. 

Tue ladies will, I hope, think me entitled to their 
thanks at leaft, for afcribing to their prudence that na- 
kednefs of drefs, which inconfiderate and ignorant per- 
fons have conftantly miftaken for wantonefs or indifcre- 
tion. At the fame time I would recommend it to all 
young ladies who are known to be no gamefters, either to 
wear a covering on their necks, or to throw a cloak over 
their fhoulders in all public places, left it fhould be 

thought 
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thought that by difplaying their beauties to attraé& the 
eyes of the men, they have a curiofity, like the maid 
fervant in the trial, to fee how far their impudence will 
carry them. 

To conclude a little ferioufly, I would entreat my fair 
readers to leave gaming to the men, and the indelicacies 
of drefs to the women of the town. The vigils of the 
card-table will fully thofe beauties which they are fo de- 
firous of exhibiting; and the want of concealment ren- 
der them too familiar to be admired. Thefe are com- 
mon obfervations, I confefs ; but it-is now the feafon for 
repeating and enforcing them. © Lofs of time and fortune 
are the ufual mifchiefs of play ; but the ruin does not 
always end there :. for, however great may be the para- 
dox, many a woman has been driven to fell herHonovur, 
toredeem her crepit. But I hope my country-women 
will be warned in time, and that they will ftudy to deferve 
a better eulogy than was once given, in a funeral oration, 
of a lady who died at a hundred and five, “ that towards 
“© the latter part of her life, the was exemplary for her 


* chaftity.” 
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